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Fatal Work Injuries in North Carolina - 2013

Fatal work injuries totaled 104 in 2013 for North Carolina, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported
today. Regional Commissioner Janet S. Rankin noted that while the 2013 count was preliminary, the
number of work-related fatalities in North Carolina decreased by 42 over the year. Fatal occupational
injuries in the state have ranged from a high of 234 in 2000 to this year’s low of 104. Over the last 5
years, the number of fatalities has remained below 150. (See chart 1.)

Nationwide, a preliminary total of 4,405 fatal work injuries was recorded in 2013, down from a final
count of 4,628 fatal work injuries in 2012, according to results from the Census of Fatal Occupational

Injuries (CFOI) program. Final 2013 CFOI data will be released in spring 2015.

Chart 1. Total fatal occupational injuries, North Carolina, 2004—2013
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NOTE: Drata for 2013 are preliminany.
S0OURCE: U.5. Buresu of Labor Statistics.

Of the 104 fatal work injuries reported in North Carolina in 2013, 41 resulted from transportation
incidents, 23 from contact with objects and equipment, and 20 from violence and other injuries by



persons or animals; together these three major categories accounted for more than 80 percent of all fatal
work injuries. Other major event categories reported 12 or fewer deaths each. (See table 1.) Within
transportation incidents, roadway incidents were the most frequent type of workplace fatality with 26
deaths, accounting for 25 percent of all on-the-job fatalities in the state. In the contact with objects and
equipment category, 17 deaths occurred from being struck by an object or equipment. In the violence
and other injuries by persons or animals category, 17 deaths occurred from intentional injury by other
person. (Note that transportation counts presented in this release are expected to rise when updated 2013
data are released in spring 2015 because key source documentation detailing specific transportation-
related incidents has not yet been received.)

In the United States, transportation incidents was also the most frequent fatal workplace event in 2013,
accounting for 40 percent of fatal work injuries. North Carolina’s 39-percent share of on-the-job
fatalities due to this event was similar to the nationwide share. (See chart 2.) Violence and other injuries
by persons or animals was the second most frequent type of event nationally with 17 percent of work-
related fatalities; lower than the 19 percent share for this event in North Carolina. Contact with objects
or equipment and falls, slips, or trips each accounted for 16 percent of the nation’s workplace fatalities.

Chart 2. Fatal occupational injuries by selected event, North Carolina and the United States, 2013
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Additional key characteristics:

* The trade, transportation and utilities industry sector had the highest number of workplace fatalities
with 24, down from 44 the previous year. (See table 2.) Transportation incidents accounted for the most
workers deaths in this industry with 15.

* The construction industry had the second highest number of workplace fatalities with 20.
Transportation incidents accounted for 8 worker deaths in this sector.

* Workers in construction and extraction occupations and transportation and material moving

2.



occupations had the most fatal work injuries with 19 each. (See table 3.) The majority of the fatalities
within the construction and extraction occupational group were construction laborers (6), while heavy
and tractor-trailer truck drivers had the highest fatal count (11) within the transportation and material
moving group.

* Men accounted for 96, or 92 percent, of the work-related fatalities in the state. (See table 4.)
Transportation incidents made up 41 percent of these fatalities.

* In North Carolina, 71 percent of those who died from a workplace injury were white non-Hispanics.
Nationwide, this group accounted for 68 percent of work-related deaths.

» Workers 25-54 years old—the prime working age group—accounted for 54, or 52 percent, of the
State’s work-related fatalities in 2013. Nationally, workers in this group accounted for 60 percent of
on-the-job fatalities.

» Of the 104 workers that suffered fatal work injuries in North Carolina, 77 percent worked for wages
and salaries; the remainder were self-employed. Transportation incidents was the most frequent fatal
event for wage and salary workers (32) and self-employed (9).

Technical Note

Background of the program. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries, part of the BLS occupational
safety and health statistics program, compiles a count of all fatal work injuries occurring in the United
States during the calendar year. The program uses diverse state, federal, and independent data sources to
identify, verify, and describe fatal work injuries. This assures counts are as complete and accurate as
possible.

For technical information about the CFOI program, please go to the BLS Handbook of Methods on the
BLS web site at www.bls.gov/opub/hom/homch9.htm.

Federal/State agency coverage. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries includes data for all fatal
work injuries, whether the decedent was working in a job covered by the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) or other federal or state agencies or was outside the scope of regulatory
coverage. Thus, any comparison between the BLS fatality census counts and those released by other
agencies should take into account the different coverage requirements and definitions being used by
each agency.

Acknowledgments. The Bureau of Labor Statistics appreciates the efforts of all federal, state, local, and
private sector entities that submitted source documents used to identify fatal work injuries, in particular
the North Carolina Department of Labor.

Information in this release will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice
phone: 202-691-5200; Federal Relay Service: 800-877-8339.


http://www.bls.gov/opub/hom/homch9.htm

Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by event or exposure, North Carolina, 2012-2013

2012 @ 2013 ®

Event or exposure (" Number Number Percent
o] €= PSS 146 104 100
Violence and other injuries by persons or animals. 33 20 19
INtENtioNal INJUIY DY PEISON......eiiiiiee ettt et e e e be e e e enbe e e s neeeeas 33 17 16
Intentional iNjury by OtNEr PEIrSON ..........ii i 28 9 9
Shooting by other person--intentional ..............c.cooiiiiiiiii s 23 6 6
Self-inflicted iNjury=--INteNtIoONA ..........ooiii e 5 8 8
Shooting--intentional SEIf-NArM ... e 4 5 5
Injury by person--unintentional or intent UNKNOWN ............coiiiiiiiii e -- 3 3
Transportation INCIAENTS .........oii it e e e e e e e e st e e e e e e st eeeeeesnnnteeeeeeeennnnees 59 41 39
Pedestrian vehicular iINCIAENT...........ooo et e et e e neee s 14 4 4
Roadway incidents involving motorized land vehicle 35 26 25
Roadway collision with 0ther VERICIE ............cooiiiiiii s 19 11 11
Roadway collision--moving perpendiCularly ..............coouiiiiiiii i 4 6 6
Roadway collision with object other than vehicle.............ccooiiiiii 12 13 13
Vehicle struck object or animal on side of roadway .............cccceriiiiiiiiiiiiee e 12 13 13
Nonroadway incident involving motorized land VEhICIES ..o 4 7 7
Nonroadway NonColliSION INCIAENT..........coiiiiiii e 4 6 6
Jack-knifed or overturned, NONTOAAWAY ..........ccuiiiiiiiiiii e 3 6 6
FallS, SIIPS, TIPS ...ttt b ettt ettt 18 11 11
Falls to lower level......... 16 10 10
Other fall t0 IOWET IEVEI .......cuiiiiiiiii et 12 7 7
Other fall to lower [evel 6 10 10 fEeT.........cci i -- 3 3
Exposure to harmful substances or @NVIFONMENTS ..........cccuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 13 7 7
EXPOSUIE 10 EIECHIICILY ...ttt et et e et e et e e e e et e e e bt e e e enseeeannnaeens 6 4 4
Indirect @XpOSUre t0 EIECHICILY .......eiiiiiie e 4 3 3
Contact with objects and eQUIPMENT ..........oiiiiii et 22 23 22
Struck by 0bJECt OF @QUIPMIENT ......citiiiii e 14 17 16
Struck by powered vehicle--NONIranSPOrt ...........cciiiiiiiiii e 4 4 4
Caught in or compressed by equipmeNnt Or ODJECLS .........eiiiiiiiiiiie e 4 4 4
Caught in running equipment or MACKINETY ........coiiiiiiii e 4 4 4

™M Based on the BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification System (OIICS) 2.01 implemented for 2011 data forward. Total may include

other events not shown.
@ Totals for 2012 are revised and final.
® Data are preliminary. Revised and final 2013 data are scheduled to be released in spring 2015.

NOTE: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding.

CFOl fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, North Carolina, 2012-2013

2012 @ 2013 ®

Industry (" Number Number Percent
o] €= PSS 146 104 100
Private industry ... 124 91 88
Natural resources and MINING..........ooiuiiiiiie e e e e e sbe e e atbe e e sbe e e e sbbeeeanbeeeaneeeeas 16 16 15
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hUNtiNg ..o 15 16 15
(@37 o o]y oTo [N Td i o] o USSP RSP 11 5 5
Other Crop farMING .......oiiii ettt ettt e sne e 3 4 4
All Other Crop farMING ......eie ettt ettt e et e e e be e e e eneeeeannaeeens -- 2 2
F N a1 (g aF= 1 o] (e Yo [ o7 (o] o PP PRRRRPIRY 3 4 4
{53 (Y AR= o N (o T 11 T SRR - 5 5
(oo o 19T FRR USRS U PSPPSR -- 5 5
Construction ..........ccoceeeeene 18 20 19
Construction Of DUIINGS .....ooiiiiiiie ettt e e -- 4 4
Residential remodeIers ..o - 1 1
Heavy and civil engineering CONSTIUCTION. ..ottt 4 3 3
Specialty trade CONTACIONS..........ooiiiiiii e 15 13 13
Foundation, structure, and building exterior CONtractors ............cccocueiiiiiiiiiie i 7 6 6
Building finiShiNG CONraCtOrS .........coiuiiiieie e -- 4 4
[ =T a U 2= Tod (0 g T T USRS PP PR RTS 12 5 5
Trade, transportation, and ULITITIES ..........ceoii e e 44 24 23
Wholesale trade...........ccccoocveiiiiiinenn. 8 5 5
Merchant wholesalers, durable GOOAS ...........cuiiiiiiiiiiie e 6 5 5
Electrical and electronic goods merchant wholesalers............cccoooiiiiieiiiiiiiieee e - 1 1
Machinery, equipment, and supplies merchant wholesalers..............ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e -- 3 3
RETAINrAAE ... ettt et 16 8 8
Building material and garden equipment and supplies dealers...........c..ccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiic i - 1 1
Building material and supplies dEalers ..............ciiiiiiiiiiiiiie e - 1 1
Transportation anNd War€NOUSING ........c.eiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt ne e 20 11 11
Truck tranSPOItAtION ........oouiii s 14 8 8
General freight trUCKING ..o e 11 6 6
General freight trucking, I0NG-AISTANCE ............oiiiiiiiii e 10 3 3
General freight trucking, long-distance, truckload.............ccccoiiiiiiiiiiii e 8 3 3
LT =T g Lo =T I Tor 1AV 1 =SSP - 3 3
Real estate and rental and [EASING ........ccoouuiiiiiii i -- 3 3
REAIESIALE ... -- 3 3
Professional and DUSINESS SEIVICES ...........ccuoiiiiiiiiiiie e 18 9 9
Architectural, engineering, and related services... -- 2 2
Administrative and Waste SEIVICES...........oiuiiiiiii s -- 6 6
Administrative and SUPPOIt SEIVICES ......cc.uuiiiiiiiiiiii ittt ettt e s e e e beeeenes 14 5 5
Services to buildings and AWEIlINGS ..........oiiiiiiiii e 10 5 5

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, North Carolina, 2012-2013 - Continued

2012 @ 2013 ®

Industry (" Number Number Percent
LaNdSCAPING SEIVICES .....cueiiiiiiiii ettt ettt ettt b e e sttt e bt ettt et 9 5 5
Leisure and hOSPITAIITY ........eeiiiieiee ettt et e et e e neee s 9 7 7
Accommodation and fOOT SEIVICES ........cciuiiiiiiiiiiii ettt anee s 6 5 5
Food services and driNKING PlACES .........ccuuiiiiiiiiiie e 6 5 5
Drinking places (alcoholic DEVErages).........coouiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e -- 3 3
Other services, except public administration .......... ..o 5 6 6
Other services, except public adminiStration ............cccoeiiiiiiiiiiiii e 5 6 6
Repair and MaiNtENANCE ........iiiiiiieiee ettt e et e e e e e s e e e e e s nsta e e e e e e e nnraeeeeens 3 4 4
Government® ... 22 13 13
Federal government 6 5 5
(o Toz= (e [o)V/T 4 ol o =Y o | TSP 9 7 7

M Industry data are based on the North American Industry Classification System, 2007. Total may include other industries not shown.

@ Totals for 2012 are revised and final.
® Data are preliminary. Revised and final 2013 data are scheduled to be released in spring 2015.
® Includes fatal injuries to workers employed by governmental organizations regardless of industry.

NOTE: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding.
Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless

precipitated by an injury event.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, North Carolina, 2012-2013

2012 @ 2013 ®

Occupation (" Number Number Percent
o] €= PSS 146 104 100
Management occupations ... 10 11 11
Other management OCCUPALIONS ........coiuuiiiiiii ettt ettt et e e et e s b e e e anneeeeanneas 8 9 9
Farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural Managers.............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 3 5 5
Arts, design, entertainment, sports, and media 0CCUPALIONS..........cc.veeiiireiiiie e -- 1 1
Media and communication eqUIPMENT WOTKETS ..........ccciiiiiiiiiiieeie ettt - 1 1
Protective SErvice OCCUPALIONS .........ciiiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e s e e e e enteeeanee 10 6 6
Food preparation and serving related OCCUPALIONS ...........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 3 4 4
Cooks and food preparation WOIKETS.........ccc.uii it e et e e s e e e snreeesnnaeeeneeas -- 3 3
{7 o] 14 S SUSPSRNY - 3 3
Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance occupations 12 9 9
Grounds MaINtENANCE WOTKEIS...........couiiiiiiii it 9 6 6
Landscaping and groundskeeping WOIKETS ...........cuuiiiiuiiiiiiiieiiiie ettt 4 4 4
Sales and related OCCUPATIONS ..........oiiiiiii ittt et 11 5 5
SUPETVISOrS Of SAIES WOTKETS ...ttt ettt 5 3 3
First-line supervisors of SAles WOIKEIS ..........coiiiiiiiiii e 5 3 3
Shipping, receiving, and traffic CIEIKS ...........oiiiiiii e -- 1 1
Farming, fishing, and forestry 0CCUPAtIONS ............oiiiiiiiiiiiieiiee s 12 11 11
AGHICURUIAI WOTKEIS ...ttt ettt et e e 9 3 3
Miscellaneous agricultural workers.......... 9 3 3
Forest, conservation, and 10gging WOIKEIS ..........coiuiiiiiiie et -- 4 4
LOGGING WOTKETS ..ttt et e e e ekt e et e e b et e e e e s sn e e e eene e e nannees -- 4 4
L= 111 USSR -- 4 4
Construction and extraction OCCUPALIONS .........coiuiiiiiiiii et 20 19 18
CoNnStruction trades WOTKEIS ..ot e 15 17 16
[0 140 1=T 01 (=T = PSPPSRSOt -- 3 3
(7Y U1 o] T =T oo =Y SRS 4 6 6
Installation, maintenance, and repair OCCUPALIONS ...........oiiiiiiiiiiie e 9 7 7
Vehicle and mobile equipment mechanics, installers, and repairers . 5 3 3
Other installation, maintenance, and repair 0CCUPatioNS ............ccceeiiiiiieiiiii e - 3 3
Production OCCUPALIONS .......ccouuiiiiiii ettt et e et e et e e 8 4 4
Textile, apparel, and furniShiNGS WOTKETS .........cc.iiiiiiiiii e -- 1 1
Transportation and material MOVING OCCUPALIONS..........uiiiiiiiieiiiie e 39 19 18
MOLOr VENICIE OPEIAtOrS ... ...t e e et e e e e e st e e e e e e st e e e e e e s sntseeeeeeeanns 28 15 14
Driver/sales workers and truck driVErS...........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiice e 27 14 13
Heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers... 21 11 11
Military OCCUPAHIONS @) ........c.oviiieieieceeieee ettt 5 4 4

(M QOccupation data are based on the Standard Occupational Classification system, 2010.
@ Totals for 2012 are revised and final.
) Data are preliminary. Revised and final 2013 data are scheduled to be released in spring 2015.

® Includes fatal injuries to persons identified as resident armed forces regardless of individual occupation listed.
NOTE: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding.
Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless

precipitated by an injury event.



Table 4. Fatal occupational injuries by worker characteristics, North Carolina, 2012-2013

2012 ™M 2013 ®
Worker characteristics Number Number Percent

o] €= PSS 146 104 100
Employee status ....

Wage and SAIAIY @) ...t 116 80 77

Self-eMPIOYEA ) ..ottt e 30 24 23
(7= o 1= PSSR

1YY SRS 133 96 92

WWOIMIEIN ...ttt h e h ettt h et et e bt e e a bt e bt e e b e e et esae e e aa e e aeesaeeeeeeas 13 8 8
o T3 OO

2010 24 YEAIS ....eeeeiiiie ettt ettt e et e e et e —— e e e h—— e e s ——eea——eeeateae e ettt e e nteeeanteeeanaeeeananeennaen 5 7 7

2510 34 YEATIS ...ttt h ettt na e 22 11 11

35 to 44 years .... 31 20 19

A5 10 54 YEAIS ...ttt h bR et e b et e bttt e bt e e et e e e nae e nneeas 36 23 22

55 10 B4 YEAIS ..ottt ettt r e e 43 24 23

B5 YEAIS @NT OVET ...ttt ettt et h e a et h ettt e e a e et et e et b e b e e n e nene e 7 17 16
RaCE OF €ThNIC OMIGIN ) ...ttt

White, NON-HISPANIC ...ttt ettt e et e e et e e e st e e e e bt e e snb e e e anneeeenneeas 101 74 71

Black or African-American, NON-HISPANIC............ccciuiiiiiiie et se e e sare e e eraee e 26 1 1

HISPANIC OF LALINO .ttt et et e e e st e et e e eaneeeanes 13 16 15

) Totals for 2012 are revised and final.
® Data are preliminary. Revised and final 2013 data are scheduled to be released in spring 2015.
3 May include volunteers and workers receiving other types of compensation.

® Includes self-employed workers, owners of unincorporated businesses and farms, paid and unpaid family workers, and may include some

owners of incorporated businesses or members of partnerships.
“ Information may not be available for all age groups.

® Persons identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race. The race categories shown exclude Hispanic and Latino workers.
NOTE: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding.
Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless

precipitated by an injury event.



